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3 5 IB{ER® (Nara “To-kae”)

Tokae is being held in Nara every August.

About 20,000 candles are lit up by its participants and volunteers around the Nara Park for ten consecutive nights.
Nara Park is surrounded by magnificent nature and World Heritage sites such as Todaiji Temple, Kohfukuji Temple,
and Kasuga-Taisha Shrine.

“Toka’ refers to the flower-shaped remains after a candle wick burns out. These remains are believed to bring good
fortune; hence the event was named after it.

There are several ritual ceremonies related to fire in Nara that stretch back to ancient times. Ancient people believed
that they could look deeply into their hearts through fire and prayed to their deities. Tokae has passed down this
sprit and each flame represents a wish for world peace and well-being.

Over 900,000 people join the event every year and it continues to rise in popularity.

Nara is renowned for its long history. The city is quiet and dark at night. Therefore, candle flames glowing at night
in the park create a magnificent and spiritual atmosphere that helps visitors heal and feel warm. This scenery is quite
different from day time.

—Z—I& (Ikkyaku Itto) - Your own individual lantern at the Nara-Tokae Festival

Nara invites you to light your own candle and lantern on the festival grounds! By participating in the event your
experience of the spiritual nature, atmosphere and tradition of the Tokae will be enhanced. Your donation of 500
yen pays for candles for next year’s event. By participating, your light multiplies and grows into the following year
and beyond!

- Date & Time: From August 5 to August 14, 19:00 to 21:00

- Display of lit candles: Ukigumo enchi Venue, Narakasugano International Forum IRAKA Venue
- Participation fee: 500 yen
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Attention!

Please refrain from using a tripod or selfie stick at all To-kae festival Venues!

Do not litter! Take your trash with you. Deer can eat the trash and get sick.

Do not feed the deer! It can cause illness.

Note: Except “Shika Senbei(deer ceackers)” they are made for deer.

The festival may be canceled due to rain or inclement weather.
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